


THE MOSAIC CONVERGENCE! 
April 25-27, Pittsburgh PA 

In a climate that is changing in more ways than one, Ecosocialist Horizons invites you to be a part of its 
fourth North American convergence in Pittsburgh, where a dynamic group of artists, gardeners, and 
activists will converge to raise gardens and share strategies and stories for resistance and renewal. 

We will get our hands dirty in the soil that sustains all life on this earth, and link diverse pockets of 
struggle to form a united whole: What can urban gardeners teach youth advocates? What role can 
musicians play in the movement for food security? How can we come together to strengthen our 
visions for the future? 

We call this process of connecting people and ideas the MOSAIC – the Movement of Oppressed 
Sectors Acting in Concert. Through it, we hope to build a unified front that links local struggles to the 
global movement for ecosocialism, a worldview that strives for a free and cooperative society in 
harmony with nature. 

This year, we are working in partnership with the Community Empowerment Association, one of 
Pittsburgh’s foremost community organizations, which utilizes an Afrocentric strategy of integrating 
culture, social identity and empowerment techniques to build resilient communities. 

As the planet gets hotter, and extreme weather becomes more frequent, millions of people are asking 
the basic questions: How will we survive? How will we feed our families and ourselves? Where will 
we take shelter? What will be our remaining sources of fresh water? 

All around the globe, from Delhi to Dhaka to Detroit, people are stepping out of their homes, in front of 
bulldozers and onto the streets to defend the planet. As gigantic corporations buy up vast tracts of 
agricultural land, dam rivers and destroy ecosystems, citizens of the world are resisting the death march 
and finding new ways of living in harmony with nature. 

Ecosocialist Horizons draws on many traditions of bringing people together in creative and soul-
changing encounters to discuss and implement strategies for change. The convergence will also feature 
two concerts with live music showcasing special guest artists and local talents. Childcare will be 
available. 

To pre-register, or to propose a workshop, send an email to prefiguration@gmail.com with your name, 
contact details and area(s) of interest. 

Contact: 
Ayanna Rauf / nugziayanna55@gmail.com / 412.537.7895 

Kanya D’Almeida / prefiguration@gmail.com / 646.664.5658 

For more about Ecosocialist Horizons see: www.ecosocialisthorizons.com 

mailto:prefiguration@gmail.com
http://www.ecosocialisthorizons.com/


The Mosaic Convergence is brought to you by a coalition of organizations:

Ecosocialist Horizons is an organization dedicated to building movements for social 
and environmental justice, through popular education, networking and organizing 

convergences to advance diverse struggles toward an ecosocialist horizon. Based in 
New York City but with associates all over the world, learn more about us at 
www.ecosocialisthorizons.com and contact us at prefiguration@gmail.com. 

 The Community Empowerment Association was founded in 1994 to address 
the needs of the children, youth, adults, and families among African American 

communities. CEA utilizes an Afrocentric strategy of integrating culture, social 
identity and empowerment techniques to effectively achieve desirable goals and 
objectives. CEA empowers communities and families by providing high quality, 

well-managed, innovative services, including family support, education, 
housing, economic development, and employment. www.ceapittsburgh.org 

Grow Pittsburgh teaches people how to grow food and 
promotes the benefits gardens bring to our neighborhoods.  

Through an Edible Schoolyard program for children,  
internship opportunities for youth, an apprenticeship program 

for adults and a community gardening program for all ages,  
we seek to ensure that all people and communities are able to  

learn about and grow their own food. www.growpittsburgh.org 

Scientific Soul Sessions is a collective of revolutionary artists, musicians and 
thinkers. We are experimentalists, avant-gardists, organizers and fighters for a 

better, more soulful, reality. Scientific because we seek answers and solutions; we 
strive towards proving the unprovable and disproving the proven. Soul because we 

believe in each self moving beyond its limits, reaching out to people, natural 
creatures and to the cosmos, imagining and doing the impossible! 

www.scientificsoulsessions.com 

Free Maroon Pittsburgh is the Pittsburgh chapter of the International Campaign to 
Free Russell Maroon Shoatz. Free Maroon Pittsburgh was instrumental in winning 

the recent release of Russell Maroon Shoatz from solitary confinement after 23 
years, a people's victory which has resonated literally around the world. 

To join the campaign, contact Ayanna Ra'uf at: nugziayanna55@gmail.com. 

Mama Africa Green Scouts is a grassroots organization that works with inner-
city youth in economically challenged areas. We aim to be ecological pioneers 

with a vision and plan to innovate and transform the lives of children and 
families in urban communities. Our  vision is to educate youth of African 
descent in under-served communities about environmental justice, urban 

farming, financial literacy, community organizing, green jobs, and African 
culture. For more information contact Requeeba Bey at: raqueenp@gmail.com 

http://www.growpittsburgh.org/
mailto:raqueenp@gmail.com
mailto:nugziayanna55@gmail.com
http://www.scientificsoulsessions.com/
http://Www.ceapittsburgh.org/
mailto:prefiguration@gmail.com
http://www.ecosocialisthorizons.com/


MOSAIC CONVERGENCE PROGRAM!
All events unless otherwise noted will take place in the gym at the 

Community Empowerment Association (CEA), 7120 Kelly Street, Pittsburgh, PA
Friday April 25:
12pm : Registration, Check-in and Lunch
1pm: Welcome and convocation by hosts and special guests.
130pm – 315pm: Makeshop Forum 1: Resistance as a Garden! Voices of social and environmental 
struggle: Fighting Fracking and Frisking, Mass Incarceration and Mass Extinction.
330pm – 530pm: Makeshop Forum 2: Gardens as Resistance! Voices and strategies of urban 
agriculture and food sovereignty in Pittsburgh and beyond.
6pm: Dinner
730pm-930pm: Soul Session: Return to the Source!

Saturday April 26
8am: Breakfast, Check-in
830am: Opening convocation and breaking into work teams. 
9am – 430pm: Work teams deploy around Pittsburgh!
12pm: Lunch (either at CEA or with your work team)
5pm: Assembly: The MOSAIC: Building a Movement of Oppressed Sectors Acting in Concert!
6pm: Dinner
730pm-930pm: Soul Session: The Villalobos Brothers!

Sunday April 27
9am: Breakfast
10am: Warm up/exercise
1030am: Assembly: Reaping what we Sow: Moving Forward, Following Through, and Rising Up!
12pm: Lunch and farewells.

In all respects, the Mosaic Convergence strives to prefigure a new society, beyond capitalism. 

FOOD: All meals will be provided at the CEA, and will include vegetarian and vegan options. 
Donations will be collected at each meal. If possible, please bring your own cups and bottles for drinks.

TABLING: We invite all organizations, cooperatives, campaigns and small businesses to set up tables 
throughout the convergence to distribute information, network, and sell merchandise. Be a part of the 
MOSAIC! There is a $25 per day cost for tables. Contact us at prefiguration@gmail.com.

COST: Registration for the convergence is a sliding scale between $25 and $100. Registration includes 
all meals and activities, including the concerts on Friday and Saturday nights. No one will be turned 
away for lack of funds. From each according to their abilities, to each according to their needs!

HOUSING: Accommodations for out-of-town guests are available for an extra cost at a very limited 
basis: please contact us immediately at prefiguration@gmail.com. Otherwise, we recommend that 
guests seek accommodation at nearby hotels or contact friends in the area.

CHILDCARE: Childcare will be available throughout the convergence for all activities in which 
children are not directly integrated. Please register for this service and contact us in advance at 
prefiguration@gmail.com.

mailto:prefiguration@gmail.com
mailto:prefiguration@gmail.com
mailto:prefiguration@gmail.com


SPECIAL GUESTS AND HOSTS

JOEL KOVEL: An internationally renowned figure in social, political 
and ecological theory, Joel Kovel has written, lectured and taught 
around the world on themes of environmental crisis, capitalism, racism, 
history, ecosocialism, and more. Author of ten books, he has also been 
a lifelong activist, in grassroots movements from Harlem to Nicaragua. 
He ran for US Senate in 1998, and sought the Green Party's presidential 
nomination in 2000. He is co-founder of Ecosocialist Horizons.

COLIA CLARK: A veteran of the Civil Rights Movement, Colia Clark 
got her first job as Medgar Evers' secretary, and moved on to become 
executive secretary of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. 
She has continued to organize and work internationally for social and 
environmental justice for decades. She ran for US Senate in 2000 and 
2012. She divides her time between work on behalf of political 
prisoners, the people of Haiti, Ecosocialist Horizons, and more.

T. RASHAD BYRDSONG is the founder of the Community 
Empowerment Association. His emergence and influence as a 
grassroots activist, community organizer and effective leader 
stems from his experiences in the civil rights struggle, combat 
service in Vietnam, and membership in the Black Panther 
Party. Mr. Byrdsong's personal mission is the restoration, 
reclamation and transformation of distressed communities 
through strategic planning, collaboration, advocacy, 
education, and mobilization. 

AYANNA RA'UF: Founder of Free Maroon Pittsburgh, Ayanna Ra'uf 
is the hostess and the force behind this convergence. She has worked 
for decades for social justice, from work with Martin Luther King Jr, 
through the Black Panther Party and today's movement to free political 
prisoners. She now works with Free Maroon Pittsburgh, Mama Africa 
Green Scouts, Scientific Soul Sessions and Ecosocialist Horizons.



The Mosaic Garden Convergence Presents:

FRIDAY NIGHT, APRIL 25, 730pm, $10
Community Empowerment Association, 7120 Kelly Street, Pittsburgh PA

In a time of unprecedented economic and environmental crisis, fundamental questions about our way of 
life are being called into question by increasing numbers of people. We invite you to attend a  "Soul 
Session" – a dynamic and revolutionary fusion of arts and politics – which welcomes us to Return to 
the Source: to our culture and our soil, to our history and to our ecosystems, to our peoples and to all  
our relations. 

Return to the Source  will feature Pittsburgh artists such as  Blak Rapp Madusa, Essence  and  DJ 
Laghic, a New York City hip hop crew featuring Prince Akeem and Bryan Anthony, and the stunning 
comic-book slide-show concert of artist Seth Tobocman, together with the words and wisdom of local 
and international guest speakers. We will celebrate and invigorate a new and ancient ecosocialist vision 
with hip-hop, spoken word, instrumental music, and much more.

“Culture is the product of history just as the flower is the product of a  
plant. Culture plunges its roots into the physical reality of the  

environmental humus in which it develops, and it reflects the organic  
nature of the society. Just as happens with the flower in a plant, in  

culture there lies the capacity (or the responsibility) for forming and  
fertilizing the seedling which will assure the continuity of history.” 

Amilcar Cabral, National Liberation and Culture (1970)

    Tickets available online at:
www.scientificsoulsessions.com/sessions

Return to the Source is produced by Scientific Soul Sessions: www.scientificsoulsessions.com
Benjamin Barson : benjaminbarson@gmail.com / 973.896.7697 

Ayanna R'auf: nugziayanna55@gmail.com / 412.537.7895
No one is turned away from lack of funds. 

http://service.mail.com/callgate-6.73.1.0/rms/6.73.1.0/mail/getBody?folderId=1&messageId=ODczNCNhCmNlITd222hv8lBydfyDlBZb&purpose=display&bodyType=htmlNoExternals#
http://service.mail.com/callgate-6.73.1.0/rms/6.73.1.0/mail/getBody?folderId=1&messageId=ODczNCNhCmNlITd222hv8lBydfyDlBZb&purpose=display&bodyType=htmlNoExternals#
http://www.scientificsoulsessions.com/sessions


The Mosaic Garden Convergence Presents:

THE VILLALOBOS BROTHERS
SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 730PM. $10

THE COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT ASSOCIATION
7120 KELLY STREET, PITTSBURGH

“These young brothers who grew up in Veracruz, Mexico, and now live in New York. . . a crazy ball of 
sound: Mexican coastal traditions meet Sam Cooke in the Bronx!” 

- Dan Zanes, Grammy Award Winner, USA TODAY.

On Saturday, April 26th the internationally acclaimed Villalobos Brothers will perform a 
live concert on 7120 Kelly Street at the Community Empowerment Association, Pittsburgh PA!

After becoming stars in Mexico, the brothers from Veracruz moved to the United States 
and have taken it by storm, recently winning the NYC Battle of the Bands. They were the first 
Mexican band to perform at the Apollo Theater in Harlem, and recently returned from touring 
in India. The Villalobos Brothers' music is a bridge which builds unity among all peoples for 
human rights and justice, and their vision is coming to the city of Pittsburgh on April 26th. 

The Villalobos Brothers come to Pittsburgh as part of the Mosaic Garden Convergence, 
taking place from April 25-27, organized by a coalition of local Pittsburgh organizations and 
groups from New York, Chicago and Vermont. The convergence will involve regional, national 
and international participants in working on local urban gardens, workshops and assemblies on 
themes of social and environmental justice, and more.

For more information, contact:
Ben Barson: 973.896.7697 / benjaminbarson@gmail.com 
Ayanna Rauf: 412.537.7895 / nugziayanna55@gmail.com

mailto:nugziayanna55@gmail.com
mailto:benjaminbarson@gmail.com


The Mosaic Convergence will include the Pittsburgh launch of a new comic book published by Ecosocialist  
Horizons. “Truth and Dare” is an affordable teaching tool for all ages. It explains the truth of our economic  

and environmental crises, and dares us to join a global movement to change the world.

“Truth and Dare: The world is ending, and the revolution has begun!"

"Truth and Dare" is a comic book and a curriculum, a graphic novel and a gateway to further knowledge 
and action. With fifty pages of illustrations from nine different world-class artists, and a ten page curriculum and 
resource list, it is a crash course in world history, political economy, sociology, gender studies, ecology, climate 
change and the world-wide ecosocialist struggle for humanity and nature in the 21st century.

Truth and Dare is written mostly by Quincy Saul, together with the Ecosocialist Horizons editorial 
collective, including Seth Tobocman, Fred Ho and Joel Kovel. It is illustrated by members of the World War 
Three Illustrated Collective, including Christopher Cardinale, Ethan Heitner, Seth Tobocman, Kate Evans, Paula 
Hewitt Amram, Teofilo Olivieri, Jordan Worley, and Mac McGill. The covers and design are by Arabelle 
Clitandre. 

A big part of the team that produced Truth and Dare will be at the convergence, and will launch it 
into Pittsburgh on Friday night, April 25, with a slide-show presentation with live music!

This book is designed for all settings and for all age groups, from elementary schools through 
universities; and outside the classroom, in homes, workplaces, grassroots organizations and beyond.

It is published and produced by Ecosocialist Horizons, with the support of The World War Three 
Illustrated Collective, Scientific Soul Sessions, Big Red Media, Autonomedia and the Toolbox for Education and 
Social Action.

For more about Truth and Dare, visit www.truthydare.blogspot.com

http://www.truthydare.blogspot.com/

